P20906.A02 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
Applicants : Ulrich BEGEMANN et al 

Applications Branch 

Appln. No. : Not yet assigned 
Filed : Concurrently herewith 

For : CONDITIONING AND/OR CLEANING DEVICE 

PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, DC 20231 

Sir: 

Prior to the examination of the above-identified patent application, the Examiner is 
respectfully requested to amend the specification as follows: 

IN THE SPECIFIC A TION 

Please amend the paragraphs as follows (Marked-up copies of the amended 
paragraphs are attached as an Appendix): 

Please amend paragraph [0001] as follows: 
[0001] (Amended) The present application claims priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19 of 

German Patent Application No. 200 13 887.1, filed on August 11, 2000 and German Patent 
Application No. 100 44 907.7, filed on September 12, 2000, the disclosures of which are 
expressly incorporated by reference herein in their entireties. 
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REMARKS 

The Examiner is respectfully requested to enter the foregoing amendment prior to 
examination of the above-identified patent application. 

Further, Applicants note that the year of filing is apparent from the application 
number, in particular, the second and third numbers of the German application number 
identify the year of filing, i.e., German Patent Application No. 200 13 887.1 was filed in 
2000, German Patent Application No. 100 44 907.7 was also filed in 2000 (underlining 
added for clarity and explanation). Accordingly, Applicants submit that the instant 
amendment is apparent from the application numbers, and that the typographical error is 
apparent on its face, since the U.S. filing date of this application will predate the 
inadvertently erroneous dates identified in the application. 

Moreover, Applicants note that the instant amendment is fully in accordance with the 
filing dates identified on the certified copies of the priority documents concurrently submitted 
herewith. 

In view of the foregoing, Applicants submit that the instant amendment is proper for 
entry, and entry and consideration of the same in the first action on the merits is therefore 
requested. 
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Should there be any questions, the Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned at 
the below listed number. 



July 5, 2001 

GREENBLUM & BERNSTEIN, P.L.C. 
_ 1 941 Roland Clarke Place 
Ji Reston,VA 20191 
i (703)716-1191 
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APPENDIX 
Marked-Up Copies of the Amended Claims: 
[0001] (Amended) The present application claims priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9 of 
German Patent Application No. 200 13 887.1, filed on August 11, [2001] 2000 and German 
Patent Application No. 100 44 907.7, filed on September 12, [2001] 2000 . the disclosures 
of which are expressly incorporated by reference herein in their entireties. 



